Unconditional Love
This is a true story, and it is about a mother and a daughter. I read their story in A Promise is a Promise by Dr. Wayne Dyer. The following is an excerpt from their website. Daughter Edwarda O'Bara was a vivacious sixteen-year-old and a mild diabetic. During the early morning hours of January 3rd, 1970, Edwarda woke up shaking and in great pain because the oral form of insulin she had been taking wasn't reaching her blood stream. Edwarda was rushed to the hospital emergency room and as she lay in her hospital bed sliding in and out of consciousness she turned to her mother Kaye and said, "Promise you won't leave me, will you, Mommy?" Kaye looked at her frightened daughter and said, "Of course not, I would never leave you, darling, I promise. And a promise is a promise!" Those were the last words that were exchanged before Edwarda quietly slipped into a diabetic coma. 
Edwarda has lived her life in a coma since 1970, and Kaye has lived her promise of never leaving her daughter’s side until she passed away on March 7, 2008. For 38 years, Kaye rarely slept and was on duty 24 hours a day. There are 12 feeding times for Edwarda everyday and Kaye had to set the alarm clock at two-hour intervals throughout the night to make sure she didn’t sleep through a feeding. During those 38 years, Kaye faced tremendous financial burden, the death of her husband and her younger daughter’s drug addiction. After I read the entire story about Kaye and Edwarda, I was not only touched by this unconditional love, but also I learned a great lesson: “Where there is great love, there are always great miracles” (A Promise is a Promise).
In modern society, we are concerned with effectiveness more than anything else. Our standards are based on whether or not something or someone can create tangible value and profit. A lot of people thought that Edwarda’s life is just waste of time and money. They thought that Kaye should send Edwarda to a nursing home where the government would have taken care of her expenses. That way is more effective than resigning her teaching job, taking care of her daughter by herself and amassing huge debts. This opinion sounds very logical and reasonable. But it reminds me a story in Matthew. “While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked. "This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor." Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her."”(Matthew26:7-13) 
What Kaye did for her daughter is similar to what that woman did to Jesus. In their eyes, the value of their beloved person is above everything. Kaye didn’t send her daughter to a nursing home because she knew that her daughter would never survive long in a nursing home. Kaye kept her promise to take care of her daughter Edwarda for 38 years without any complaints or bitterness. She always said: “God never gives something you can’t handle.” It is because of her love and faith in God, Edwarda is still alive and well to this day. Edwarda also impacted a lot of people’s lives and created incredible miracles. As Kaye said, “It is my honor to take care of Edwarda. She is doing so much more than just lying in her bed than others who are able to walk around are accomplishing.” Yes, every living person has their unique value and mission. Do not underestimate our lives. As long as we are alive, we have things to do in this world. If today we have to deal with our own serious sickness or face people with illnesses, we should keep the faith. The faith is that our life is much more valuable than bird. Do not give up, there is love and there is the miracle of life. Unconditional love is the most valuable thing that we can contribute to this world.
