Obedience is listening attentively 

A group of kids were singing a song. The line “Obedience is listening attentively” of the song’s lyrics caught my attention. I think that listening attentively is a big challenge for modern people. 

Ten years ago, when several American classmates and I had a group study, I found that they only expressed their own opinions rather than listening to others. At that time, I thought that it was American’s self-pride. But when I went back to China two years ago, I found that my fellow Chinese couldn’t listen attentively either. Everyone seems to have many dreams and goals that need to be anxiously achieved. They’ve lost their patience to listen. Therefor, deaf ears are a common problem for modern people.  As Christians, how can we hear God’s words if our hearts are full of self-will? If we cannot listen, how can we follow his instruction? When I hear people say that God never answers their prayers, I cannot help asking them if they listen attentively or not. If we cannot clear our mind, quiet our heart and show humility at God's feet, even though God stands in front of us, we cannot hear anything. 

Listening attentively is a challenge for all of us. Because there is too much noise, too much information and too many activities around us that constantly distract us. Business has become the main theme of the life. We are accustomed to bite off more than we can chew. The reason for that is that we want to show other people how capable we are. But think carefully, how many things that we are busy for are meaningful? Don’t cheat yourself, saying something like this: Everything that happens in my life has its meaning. Yes, there is meaning, but only if you listen attentively, you can understand it. 

 Obedience is listening attentively. Only listening attentively can help us to be obedient.

