God-given Dream Life 
The first time I read Habakkuk (3:17-19) “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights”, I couldn’t understand this paragraph. 

Just imagine a man with no grapes on the vine, no sheep in the pen, and no cattle in the stall. In my imagination, the most optimistic reaction is for the man to keep silence with no complaints at all. But the man’s reaction is beyond tolerance, he chooses to be “joyful in God my Savior.” He is crazy, isn’t he? Or he is delusional. In reality, no such things happen. 
But ironically, this situation happened to me. One day, I called my university classmate whom I haven’t seen for two years. She asked me how everything is with me. I briefly described my life in this year, and then continued to another topic. Before we ended our conversation, she said: “Li, this year you’re not in a good circumstance. But the amazing thing is that I feel you are happier than before. Even though we’re just talking on the phone, I can feel your joy.” Then I realized that in other people’s eyes, I’m definitely in bad situation: no job, no income and even poor health. But why is my heart full of joy like Habakkuk declared? My answer is because I’m living the God-given dream life. 
Yes, when the person is living his or her God-given dream life, he (she) will be joyful, and he (she) will feel like a deer walking on the heights. This year I totally understand where Habakkuk’s joyful came from. 

 In this rapidly changing world, you think that all you have today may lost tomorrow, but only your dream that God prepared for you will never change. Only his dream can bring you a joyful life. Actually, God loves everybody, and he prepared a dream for each person. His dream is always there, but usually we cannot see it, because his dream likes a gift without an eye-catching package. His dream is great inside not outside. On the contrary, most of time, our own dream may have gorgeous packaging but the contents may be lacking. The important thing for our dream is to attract other people’s eyes with the glamorous exterior. 
God-given dream is totally different than our own dreams. If you want to live God-given dream life, maybe you have to prepare to be sent to a new place like Abraham, or you have to do something that you’ve never done like Noah, or you may face hardships like Joseph. All I’m saying is that you don’t expect a magnificent opening for your new dream life. Most of time, you are lonely and misunderstood. The only thing for sure is that the ending of God-given dream is marvelous. The stories of Abraham, Noah and Joseph (In Genesis) told us how great God-given dreams are. The only thing you need to live the God-given dream life is your faith in God. You have to trust him, follow him, do what he asks for, and then you will feel the joy is full of your heart. Even if your life may not seem to improve by materialistic standards, your inner joy will never fade. God will little by little reveal the highest you. 

Living the God-given dream life is not easy, but it’s joyful and meaningful. If you want to know what dream God has prepared for you, you can ask him. He will definitely show you. If you already know what it is, please get up and follow him. The first step is your faith. Do you believe that the dream he prepared for you is better and bigger than yours?
